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WORDLEY, Sidney Herbert 
 
Private, 329200, 
1st Battalion, Cambridgeshire Regiment 
formerly No.7901, Cambridgeshire Regiment  
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Sunday, 8th July, 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Brandhoek Military Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 19 years 
 
Sidney Herbert Wordley, the eldest child and only son of Hezekiah and Sarah, was 
born at 8 Duddery Hill, Haverhill on 8th August 1897 and baptised at St Mary’s 
Church on 24th September of that year. 
 
Hezekiah was born in 1878 at Glemsford and came from a long-established family of 
weavers.  By 1891, when Hezekiah was 12 years old, he had left the family home at 
Glemsford to live with his sister Emma, a hair weaver, and brother-in-law William 
Gowers, a clothing warehouseman, at 14 Croft Row, Haverhill. 
 
On 22nd June 1897 Hezekiah married Sarah (Ella) Nunn, a local girl from another 
family of weavers, at St Mary’s Church.  Hezekiah worked as a hair weaver and 
Sarah was a silk weaver, working from home.  They moved to 28 Mill Road, where 
Sidney’s sisters, Grace and Joyce were born in 1900 and 1907, before Hezekiah 
died in 1908. 
 
By 1911 Sarah was living with her family at 67 High Street and working as a haircloth 
weaver with 13 year-old Sidney working as a waiter in a shop. 
 

As Private, No.7901, later No. 329200, he 
joined the 1st Battalion, The Cambridge 
Regiment, part of the corps of the regular 
Suffolk Regiment, which fought on the 
Western Front.   
 
In 1917 they were near Ypres in Western 
Flanders, the only Belgian city held by the 
British, on a salient of land sticking out into 
enemy positions, a situation little changed 
since the First Battle of Ypres in October 
1914. 
 

 
       The Ypres Salient: July 1917 

 
The war diary tells us that in Ypres Hill Top sector on 8th  July 1917, between 
midnight and 1 am, the covering party in front of Hornby Trench observed a strong 
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force of the enemy approaching. Estimates put the force at about 40-50 strong. At 
the same time a heavy barrage was put round five post in Bellingham Trench. Some 
of the covering party withdrew but the remainder opened a strong fire on the enemy 
and succeeded in drawing fire away. It was obviously an attempt at a raid on their 
trench. It notes that 4 were killed and 8 wounded. The Battalion was relieved by 1/1 
Herts Regt and proceeded into reserve at Canal Bank. This relief was completed at 
1:40 am on 9th July. 
 

Sidney was killed in action on 8th July 1917, at the age of 19 years.   
 
He was buried at Brandhoek Military Cemetery, 6 km west of Ypres and by the 
Belgian village of Vlamertinghe, an area comparatively safe from shellfire and much 
used by field ambulances up to the end of July 1917.  

 
Brandhoek Military 

Cemetery photo courtesy of 

CWGC 

 

 

The South West Suffolk Echo of 28th July 1917 reported that:  
 

‘Official news has been received that Pte. Sidney Wordley, of the 
Cambridgeshire Regt., has been killed in action. The deceased was only 19 
years of age, and had been at the Front for about six months, having joined 
up some ten months since. Pte. Wordley was the only son of his widowed 
mother, Mrs. E. Wordley, who, until a few weeks ago, resided in Croft Row, 
Haverhill, and left to work in munitions at Luton. Much sympathy will be 
extended to her in her great loss. Pte. Wordley was of a quite disposition, 
and prior to enlistment was employed in the hair-drawing department of 
Messrs. Gurteen & Sons Factory. The following letter has been received 
from the 2nd Lieut: "It is with great regret and deep sympathy that am writing 
to tell you that your son, No.329200, Pte. Wordley was killed on 7th July 
whilst in the execution of his duty. Your son was a good soldier, and I am 
extremely sorry to lose him. He was in my Platoon, and was always willing to 
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do anything cheerfully. He was in the line and a shell landed a few yards 
away and he was instantly killed. You may find some comfort in knowing that 
your son died answering the call of his King and Country, and that he 
suffered no pain. He is being buried in a Cemetery, and everything will be 
carried out efficiently as circumstances will permit. All things belonging to 
him have been taken care of, and in due time will be sent to you. If there is 
anything further you would wish to know, if you will write to me I will do my 
utmost to answer any queries. With deepest sympathy to you and your 
family in your great loss’ 

 
Private Sidney Herbert Wordley was awarded the Victory and British War Medals. 
  

 
 

 
A wreath was laid at the unveiling of the Haverhill Memorial with the inscription: 

 
In loving memory of my beloved & only son, Pte S.H. Wordley, 

killed in action, July 8th 1917, 
from his sorrowing mother and sisters 


